IO8                                        A   NEW  ACCOUNT

I had staid above three Weeks in Expectation to heai from my second
Supercargo, but could get 110 Account from him. 1 beginning to be
uneasic, got an Express to cairy Letters to him, and ordcied him to send
it back with as much speed as was possible, but had the Mortification to
find he had been stopt at the City. I was extremely uneasie for want of
Advice what was become of my People, and the approaching of the South-
west Monsoons, which would have made that Coast a Lee-shore, and
would have obhg'd me to take Sanctuary in one of their Harbours for
five or six Months, and was not certain whether I was in a Friend's or an
Enemy's Country. In. this Labyrinth I continued a Week, and at last
resolved to depart by a certain Day, and leave my People to come after
me to Malacca, if they were alive and at Liberty. The Goods I had sent
up with them, would have been sufficient to have hired a Vessel to carry
them thither. I told my Resolution to my Interpreter, and that I should
be obliged to carry him and some more of the King's Subjects along with
me as Hostages for the civil Treatment of my People at Cambodia. He
seemed sui prised at my Resolution, and got a Person to go to the City
in all Haste to give an Account of my Impatience and Design, who
returned in fourteen Days, about two Days before my Term was expired,
that I had set for my Depaiture. There accompanied him three Portuguese,
who brought me Letters from my second Supercargo, that he had taken
Leave of the King, and was coming to me with all Haste, and in three
Days after the Portuguese came, he arrived with all his Retinue, with a
Letter of Compliment to me in the Portuguese Language, and one directed
to the Governor of Bombay, to invite the English to settle in his Country, and
to build Factories or Forts in any Part of his Dominions to protect Trade.

The Reason why he kept us so long in Suspence, was, that he would
enter into no Correspondence with us without the Knowledge and Con-
sent of his Guardian the King of Couchm-china, who at last consented to
allow us Commerce both in Cambodia., and in his own proper Dominions,
but that the Siamets had destroyed the Country where they had been, and
they had nothing ready for Barter with my Cargo then, but in a Year or
two they would be provided.

When the King bestows his Favour on any Person whom he has a Mind
to honour, which he never does without a considerable Present, he presents
the Person with two Swords to be carried always before him when he
goes abroad in publick, one is the Sword of State, and the other of Justice.
All People that meet him when those Swords are carried before him, must
give him Place, and salute him by a set Form of Words, but if he meets
with another Court Minion, then they compare the Dates of their Patents,